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Morales represented the Guadalupe District
at the State Firefighters’ and Fire Marshals’
Association of Texas’ conference in San
Marcos earlier this summer. His district nomi-
nated him for Texas Firefighter of the Year be-
fore the conference, and he was interviewed
by a panel of judges which selected him for
the award.

Chief Morales has had a substantial positive
impact on his community, dedicating his life to
serving the city of Goliad and its surrounding
county, and will undoubtedly continue to do so
for years to come. | rise today to congratulate
Chief Alonzo Morales for being honored as the
Texas Firefighter of the Year.

———————

CPL. EDWARD LEE BORDERS

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2017

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
and tell the story of Army Reserve Corporal
Edward Lee Borders, a soldier who gave his
life for this country in the Korean War.

Cpl. Borders served as a member of D Bat-
tery, 82nd Anti-Aircraft Artillery Battalion, 2nd
Infantry Division, supporting South Korean
Army attacks against units of the Chinese
People’s Volunteer Forces (CPVF). On Feb-
ruary 11, 1951, the DPAA report shows that
the CPVF was able to force the South Kore-
ans to withdraw and leave the Support Force
21, which included Borders’ unit, behind at
Changbong-ni.

Cpl. Borders was reported as missing in ac-
tion on February 13, 1951, when he did not
report with his unit in Wonju. Three years
later, he was declared dead, but his body was
never identified. Cpl. Border’'s father put up a
monument in a Harrisburg, lllinois cemetery
with the hope of someday laying his son to
rest.

For 66 years, the family could not glean any
further information, despite consistent inves-
tigations from Borders’ father and stepmother.
However, recently Army Reserve Cpl. Edward
Lee Borders’ body was finally identified from
the remains returned to the United States from
North Korea between 1990 and 1994. Per his
family’s request, his remains are returning
home to lllinois. After receiving plane-side
honors, Cpl. Borders will be escorted to his
final resting place by an honor guard and
members of the Patriot Riders.

The Borders family will bury Cpl. Borders on
July 29 in Harrisburg, lllinois, where he will re-
ceive a service with full military honors. Fi-
nally, the Borders family will be able to honor
Army Reserve Cpl. Edward Lee Borders by
laying him to rest at the monument placed in
his name, thereby fulfilling the 66-year-old
wish of a father to bury his son.

| am proud to acknowledge the Borders
family for their love for our country and their
family, and | thank Cpl. Edward Lee Borders
for his service and his sacrifice.
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RECOGNIZING MS. MAY LIANG MUI
AND MR. BAITON YAN

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2017

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor to recognize Ms. May Liang Mui and
Mr. Baitong Yan on their upcoming 2017 “No-
Boundaries” International Art Exhibition.

A non-profit exhibition held annually, “No-
Boundaries” harnesses the power of art and
art education to promote social responsibility
among students who hail from all corners of
the globe. During this event, students have the
opportunity to work alongside professional art-
ists and cultivate a project that fuses art, cul-
ture and global human rights.

Held at the United Nations (UN) in New
York City, UN officials will present awards to
outstanding young art students. Taken to
prove that art truly has no boundaries, stu-
dents of all different backgrounds will gather to
traverse cultural barriers and express them-
selves through art.

| applaud all those involved in organizing
such a rich cultural event right in the center of
New York City. | extend my best wishes for a
successful and inspiring exhibition.

———————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MR.
RYSZARD “RICHARD” LABA

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2017

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mr. Ryszard “Richard” Laba, a long-
time resident of Northbridge, Massachusetts
who served as a United States Army Military
Policeman in Vietnam.

Mr. Laba was born in Poland and moved to
the United States at 16 to live with his brother
in Worcester, Massachusetts. At 21, he was
drafted into the Army and served honorably in
Vietnam between 1967 and 1969. Wounded in
combat and exposed to the dangerous chem-
ical Agent Orange, Mr. Laba returned home to
Massachusetts.

Back home, Mr. Laba was a hard worker
and a family man who loved his community.
He served as an assistant foreman at the
Worcester Gear Company for 39 years, retir-
ing in 2003. He passed away on September
10, 2012 at the age of 66. He is survived by
his wife Margaret, who has worked tirelessly
to raise awareness about Vietnam veterans,
like her husband, who have experienced the
debilitating effects of Agent Orange.

Mr. Laba may not have been born an Amer-
ican, but he was so proud of his adopted
country. His selflessness is an example for all
who aspire to public service.

Mr. Speaker, while we cannot change the
past, we can make every effort to express our
most sincere gratitude to all Vietnam veterans
and their families that are with us today.

On behalf of the people of Massachusetts,
please join me in extending my deepest
thanks to Richard Laba for his courageous
service to our country. It is imperative that we
continue to remind future generations of the
character and integrity of those who served
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during the Vietnam War. | know my House
colleagues will join me in remembering Rich-
ard, along with all those who served with him
in Vietnam.

————

INTRODUCING THE INTERSTATE
TEACHING MOBILITY ACT

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2017

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, today
| rise to re-introduce the bipartisan Interstate
Teaching Mobility Act. This broadly supported
and bipartisan proposal would authorize the
Secretary of Education to work with an outside
entity to create a voluntary, interstate teacher
licensing program that would allow eligible
teachers to transfer their licenses between
states.

Our country’s systems of teacher licensure
create problems for teachers, students, and
schools alike. Licensing and certification re-
quirements for teachers are inconsistent from
state to state, and even within states, with
hundreds of licensure tests in use and other
requirements varying substantially. The level
of rigor is also highly variable—with the bar far
too low in many cases. As a result of these
differences, the majority of states do not ac-
cept out-of-state teaching credentials.

For teachers, this poses clear obstacles. A
teacher licensed in one state who wishes to
teach in another may have to complete addi-
tional requirements, such as exams or
coursework, or pay additional fees, even if he
has already completed an approved
credentialing program or has a strong teaching
record. As our nation’s workforce becomes in-
creasingly mobile, these requirements dramati-
cally decrease the mobility of our nation’s
teaching workforce. For military spouses, who
frequently relocate—among whom teaching is
the second most common profession—or out-
of-state college graduates wishing to teach in
their home state, this problem is particularly
acute. These roadblocks likely deter many
prospective teachers from entering this vital
profession.

The system also presents a real problem for
school districts, as schools across the country
face a growing teacher shortage. Across the
board, teacher education enrollment dropped
35 percent from 2009 to 2014; however, the
types of shortages vary across states. Limited
licensure policies make it even more difficult
for school administrators to fill teaching posi-
tions—and for students, the consequence re-
sults in less access to high-quality teachers.

The Interstate Teaching Mobility Act would
direct the Department of Education to create a
new, voluntary program for states to partici-
pate in an interstate teaching application proc-
ess. Teachers licensed or certified in one par-
ticipating state would be eligible to teach in
another. A participating state would be re-
quired to adhere to standards of content
knowledge, pedagogical assessment, and per-
formance assessment identified as sufficiently
rigorous by an outside organization. This
would ensure high standards for our teachers,
while maintaining the essential role of the
states in setting specific requirements for
teaching in the state or obtaining licenses in
the state.
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With programs like the one envisioned by
this bill, teachers could far more easily transfer
their skills to another participating state.
Teachers would benefit from the ability to
more easily relocate, while schools and dis-
tricts would have superior options for filling
teacher shortages. Above all, students will
benefit from rigorous standards set by their
home state and will have increased access to
high-quality teachers.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the Interstate Teaching Mobility Act.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF ROMEO LOMAS

HON. FILEMON VELA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2017

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Romeo Lomas for
his dedicated service to his fellow Texans.

Romeo Lomas served as the longest
tenured County Commissioner in Kleberg
County. He was adored by the people in his
precinct, who convinced him to run for office
in 1979 after a career as a barber and an en-
listment in the U.S. Army. For 38 years, Mr.
Lomas played an integral role in the develop-
ment of his community by championing
causes for the poor and elderly. Lomas was a
staunch proponent of voting rights and encour-
aged citizens to participate in the electoral
process. He was a strong advocate of equal
opportunities for workers in Kleberg County
and supported wage raises. While Mr. Lomas
accomplished much in life, one of his greatest
achievements during his time in office was the
establishment of the Kleberg County Human
Services Department which continues to pro-
vide hot meals and public transportation for
disabled and elderly citizens in the area today.

Romeo Lomas was born on September 3,
1937 to Santiago and Estella Lomas in
Kingsville, TX. He was married to Doris Lee
Lomas, who lost her battle with cancer in July,
2014. He is survived by his daughter, Crystal
Runyon, one granddaughter, Luna Lee Run-
yon, and a sister, Hilda Garcia.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today to honor Romeo Lomas for his lifetime
of service to our community. | considered him
a friend and a role model, and his loss will be
felt for a long time to come.

———

HONORING DELILAH RUMBURG ON
HER RETIREMENT AFTER 23
YEARS OF SERVICE AS CHIEF
EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE
PENNSYLVANIA COALITION
AGAINST RAPE

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2017

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today | offer my
sincere congratulations to my constituent, Deli-
lah Rumburg, on her upcoming retirement
after more than 23 years of service as Chief
Executive Officer of the Pennsylvania Coalition
Against Rape (PCAR).

Delilah began her service to our community
in 1981, at ACCESS York, a domestic vio-
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lence shelter in the 4th Congressional District.
In her own words, she knew she found her
life’s work and later joined PCAR as its CEO
in 1995. Since then, she has lead PCAR'’s tre-
mendous growth and outreach to communities
in Pennsylvania and throughout the Nation.
Delilah served on the Pennsylvania Task
Force for Child Protection, as the Civilian Dep-
uty Co-Chair of the Department of Defense
Task Force on Sexual Assault in the Military
Services, and as Co-Chair of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense Task Force on Sexual Har-
assment and Violence at the Military Service
Academies.

Delilah’s tireless dedication, professionalism
and passion towards ending sexual violence
has touched the lives of countless people and
challenged all with whom she served to be the
best. Her legacy of service to our community
and Nation truly is admirable.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, | commend and congratu-
late Delilah Rumburg on her tireless service,
and wish her and her family continued great
success in their future adventures.

————

MARKING THE TWENTY-SEVENTH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2017

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | join in cele-
brating the twenty-seventh anniversary of the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), legisla-
tion | was proud to introduce and shepherd to
passage with bipartisan support.

Few laws have had as broad an impact as
the ADA, which reshaped the very landscape
of America for people with differing abilities, lit-
erally opening doors and, with them, opportu-
nities. It has enabled millions to live with
greater independence and dignity, and it con-
tinues to inspire other nations to adopt their
own laws guaranteeing equal access and
equal opportunity for all.

| look forward to continuing to work with my
colleagues in both parties to build on the
ADA’s successes and ensure that the promise
of America can be kept in full for those with
disabilities.

————
IN HONOR OF NEW YORK STATE
ASSEMBLYWOMAN NETTIE

MAYERSOHN’S BABY AIDS BILL

HON. GRACE MENG

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2017

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of former New York State
Assemblywoman Nettie Mayersohn, and her
landmark law, commonly known as the “Baby
AIDS” bill, that was enacted in New York
State On June 26, 1996. The Baby AIDS bill
requires mandatory testing of infants for the
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and HIV
antibodies, and authorizes disclosing the re-
sults to infants’ doctors and guardians.

Before the Baby AIDS bill became law, in-
fants born in New York State were tested for
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the HIV antibody through studies that the New
York State Department of Health initiated in
1987. But confidentiality laws at the time re-
quired these tests to be anonymous. There-
fore, the guardians and doctors of the infants
who tested positive were kept in the dark
about the results. This caused nearly sixty
percent of the 1,500-1,800 infants who tested
positive per year to be sent home without di-
agnosis or treatment. As a mother myself, |
cannot imagine the horror of being legally
barred from knowing the health status of my
child. That is why | am proud to recognize
Assemblywoman Mayersohn for her relentless
efforts on the behalf of New York families.

When Assemblywoman Mayersohn was in-
formed that existing New York State law was
preventing babies with HIV from being treated,
she immediately took action by introducing the
Baby AIDS bill in the New York State Assem-
bly in 1993. As lawmakers, we all know that
bills can go through multiple versions and can
face criticism from the community. The Baby
AIDS bill was no different. Assemblywoman
Mayersohn worked tirelessly to show opposi-
tion groups that the Baby AIDS bill would
allow infants to receive the treatment that they
desperately needed and their guardians and
doctors to be informed about their condition.
As Assemblywoman Mayersohn said, “I went
to bed with it, and | woke up with it.”
Assemblywoman Mayersohn’s efforts paid off,
and it is no wonder that Assemblywoman
Mayersohn’s colleagues gave her a standing
ovation after the final version of the Baby
AIDS bill passed in the assembly in 1996.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to say that due to
Assemblywoman Mayersohn’s hard work,
every infant in New York State is legally re-
quired to be tested for HIV and require hos-
pitals to inform the infant’s parent or guardian
of the results. Statistics gathered soon after
the law was enacted showed a 98.8 percent
success rate in the number of HIV infants
identified and connected to treatment. Accord-
ing to the New York State Health Department,
from 1998 to 2013, Assemblywoman
Mayersohn’s Baby Aids law saved an esti-
mated 900 infants from a lifetime of HIV. | am
truly honored to recognize Assemblywoman
Mayersohn, fondly known as “Nettie”, and her
law that truly improved the quality of life for so
many New Yorkers.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CAREER
OF STEVE HAMMOND

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 26, 2017

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Steve Hammond on the occa-
sion of his retirement as CEO of Visit Sac-
ramento, the City of Sacramento’s innovative
tourism bureau. | ask all my colleagues to join
me in honoring Mr. Hammond for his leader-
ship and commitment in the community to pro-
moting Sacramento and refining its image as
a tourist destination.

Since being appointed to the position of
CEO in 1999, Mr Hammond has overseen a
hugely successful campaign to re-brand Sac-
ramento as a major attraction to visitors. He
has encouraged businesses to hold events
and conventions in Sacramento, capitalized on
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